Sofia Morin, (left) and her daughters Sara (center) and Nikki examine the "We the People" banner before placing their message on
it. The banner is the creation of local artist Michael Joseph and Paige Obrig.
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9-11 banner stops in town
By HARRY KYLE
Associate Editor
Southington officials, local fire and
police and rescue workers, and many area
residents gathered on the Town Green
Tuesday night to write their own personalized message on the "We the People"
banner that has traveled the country to
memorialize the victims of the September
11,2001 attacks.
The banner project began on July 4,
2002, in Ft. Lauderdale, FL, and has traveled over 21,000 miles through the 48
contiguous United States, arriving in New
York City on Sept 11 of this year, after
stops in Washington and Shanksville, PA.
The banner is the concept of
Southington artist and photographer
Michael Joseph, and his partner Paige
Obrig. Joseph, who graduated from
Southington High School in 1980, and
Obrig wanted to create a giant "Love letter from America."
"It started out as a tribute to all the
victims of the September 11 tragedy,"
Joseph said, " but fire and police departments around the country kind of took it
under their wing and adopted it as their

own. And that's how it grew."
Joseph noted that over 200 police and
fire department uniform patches are part
of the exhibit. "And that number keeps
growing," he said, as he accepted patches
from Southington's public safety organizations.
The white vinyl banner will measure
about 40' by 60' when sewn together, and
will be filled with messages of peace and
love in memory of the events of Sept. 11.
The banner and its creators have passed
through small towns and major cities, visiting Fire and Police stations and Rescue
Personnel. They have also visited a number of state Capitols and Town and City
Halls. Included in its over 18,000 messages are those of a number of state
Governors and city and town Mayors.
Joseph said, "Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld has signed, as has
Florida Governor Jeb Bush and former

New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani. I
have been in contact with officials in
Washington, and I hope to get President
Bush's signature on it as well. That would
kind of cap it off."
The banner features a black and white
photographic image entitled "In God We
Trust," featuring St. Peters Catholic
Church with its cross outlined between
the World Trade Center Towers that
Joseph shot on October 19, 2000. "That's
the Church .is where Father Mychael
Judge, Chaplain of the New York City
Fire Department, was carried after he was
killed," Joseph said. "Father Judge was
labeled 'victim number One' of the
tragedy. I also have a picture I took at the
same spot shortly after September 11.
That's part of the exhibit as well."
There was also a petition with the
See BANNER page 6

Banner stops in Southington...
Continued from page 1
banner for people to sign asking
that the Citizens Stamp Advisory
Committee select this image to be
a United States stamp.
Sofia, Sara and Nikki Morin
were among the 300 or so people
who turned out to view and sign
the banner.
Sofia said, "I really wanted to
come down and sign it. It's amazing to see so many different
nationalities represented on the
banner. It shows how united we

are, and how much the victims are
going to be remembered."
Her daughters were also
drawn to the banner. "I really felt
so bad over what happened,"
Nikki said. "I had to come down
and sign it.
Each signature adds to the
family feeling of our country and
the feeling of unity we all have
now, so I had to do my part."
Sara said she came because "I
don't want to forget, and I don't
want anyone else to forget either.
Signing the banner will help make
that happen."
Joseph and Obrig left for
Florida on Thursday, to finish up
the project and get it ready for its'
next
appearance
at
the
International Association of
Firefighters annual memorial
service being held this year on

October 12 at Madison Square
Garden in New York City.
"They cancelled last years
event because it was too close to
September 11," Joseph said," so
this will be the first one held since
the attacks. It will honor the 343
New York City fire personnel
killed on September 11, and
promises to be a very emotional
event."
Joseph and Obrig anticipate
donating what they feel is a
"humanitarian and historically
important artifact" to the
Smithsonian
Institute
in
Washington, D.C. for preservation and for future generations to
view.
The banner project is their
own grassroots effort, and is funded by private and public contributions.
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